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Another EAGLE run purchased! Complete run from 
No. 1 (but expect some to be sold before this advert 
app ea rs). The re are some co mplet e volume s. 

NELSON LF:Es, bound !-year vols. in fine conditi on, blue 
cl oth, gilt lett ering on spine (bound by Grange Binders). 
These are: 
1st Ne w Series 166 - 191, 1929 £48. 
2nd New Series 50 - 75 (2 vols. of th ese), 76 - 1 O 1 
(2 vols. of these) , 102 - 127, 128 - 154, £48 per volume . 

Lots of single issues, all se ries - Old se ries £2, the re st 
£1.50 ea ch. 

UNION JA CKS, bound, very good co ndition . 893 - 926, 
981 - 1003, 954 - 979, 1169 - 1197, 1325 - 1344, 1453 
- 1476. Gooct stocks of singl e issues. 

S.B.L.s. 3rd se r ies only - 7d., 9d., 10d., 1/- issues. 
8. F .L.s Assort ed, 50 for £30 (my se lecti on). They do not 
include Ham il ton or other well known authors or ti tle s. 
Good reading, howe ver; state intere sts . 

All the HOWARD BAKER reprints, inc luding the Book C lub 
specials . Some second-hand co pie s in fine condition. In 
print £6 each - Book Clubs £ 12. Plea se list wants o f these 
and I'll se nd. GOOD PRICES PAIO FOR COLLECTIO NS. 
Rather low at pre sent on S.O.L.s, S.8 .L.s, Monst er Libr ary , 
Thrillers, Detec tive Week ly, Ranger and Pi lot, and others. 

Many bound vols . in stock , particularl y post- war Thom sons. 
Single issues too. Also some pre war Thomsons in single 
issues . 

STOP PR ESS! Now available FRANK RICHARDS: THE 
CHAP BEHIND THE CHUMS, by MARY 
CADOGAN (£14.95 plus £ 1 postage) . 

Visitors very welcome by appointment. You'll be amazed! 
It ca n be all afternoons exc ept Tuesdays throu gh the 
weeke nd. 

ALL THE VERY BEST FOR CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW 
YEAR. HAPPY HUNTING! 

NORMAN SHAW, 84 Belvedere Road, London, SF.:19 2HZ. 
Tel. 771 9857. Nearest station, B.R. Crystal Palace . 
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COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
s-TOR Y fJ APER COL LECTO I~ 

l· uunctcd 1n 1941 by 
W. IL GANDER 

STORY PA PER COLLECTORS ' DIGEST: 
( 1959 - J a nua ry 1987) by Eric Fa y ne. 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
fo unded 10 l 946 by 

HERBERT LECKENBY 

Edited and Publi shed 

VOL. 42 No. 504 DECEMBER 1988 Price 59p 

(OJPYRIGHT. This non-prof it making magazine is privately ci rculated . The 
reproduction of the contents, either wholly or in part, wi thout wri tten permission 
f :t:an The Edito r, i s strictly forbidden.) 

When you read this editorial, the Chri s tmas season will be 
upon us, and I take this opportunit y of wishing all C.D. readers 
a wonderfully Merr y Christmas and a Happy and Pe acefu l New Year . 
1 shall think of you all, as T delve into my collection of Christmas 
numbers of the papers, and I hope that this issue of the C.D., with 
our Annual, will enhance your festive reading. The first C.D. which 
I ever read was a December issue of nearly twenty yea rs ago and 
1 must say that discovering it, and the Clubs and the Hobby, helpec1 
to make my Christmas very bright indeed. 

I mu st thank you for the many Christmas cards which are 
arriving here, and also for your kind letters of appreciation for 
my Frank Richards book. This is the season for thanks, and I wou ld 
like to voice my tremendous appreciation of the work of our 



Page 4 

contrib utor s, who never fail or flag, and of all our loyally supportive 

readers. 
Striking a se rious note, Chrlstmas is also a time for remembering 

absent friends, and, of course, over the years , we have seen some 

sad gaps appear in our hobby circle . We remember the founder s of 

tbis magazine and of the Clubs, and many oth e r kindred spirits of 

the collecting world, with gratitude and affection. As we go to pres s, 

I have just heard of th e passing of Norman Kadish, whose illu strativ e 

features have often appeared in the C.D. A tr ibute to him, written 

by Mauric e Hall, appears in this issue, and we join Maurice in sending 

condolences to Norman's family . (A very at tr active item from 

Nor man' s pen is inc luded in this year 's C.D . Annual, by th e way.) 

I think it was in Chi na, several centuries ago, that someon e first said 

'Th ere is an end to the finger s that feed the flames, but the fire goe s 

on for ever'. On that note, wheth e r you are spending your Christmas 

at Wharton Lodge, Handforth Towers or Linton Hall, l wish you and 

yours good health, happiness and harmony, now and in the future. 

~~OM 

P.S. If you have not ordered your C.D . Annual, a few co pies are s till 

available (£6.95 inland, and £8 .55 abroad, including postage and packing) . 

ntE C.D. IN 1989: Our printers have inform ed us that for some time 

now th ey have been printing the C.O . almost at a loss. 

for example, the paper size which we have traditionally used is now 

no longer easily avai lable and has to be specially cut; we are therefore, 

from the January I 989 issue, going to use the standard A4 size paper, 

so you will notice that our page size will be slightly smaller. Also 

we shall be experimenting with different printing method s in an effort 

to make the magazine as attract ive as ever, but to keep production 

costs from ri sing too much. Even so, we are faced with higher printing 

bills for 1989 than those of 1988, and have had to inc rea se the 

subscription, which is now as follows, including postage and packing, 

etc .: 
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For six month s by fir st clas s pos t £5.46p 

fo r s ix mon th s by seco nd class post £5.16p 

For one yea r by first c lass post £ 10.92p 

For one yea r by seco nd cla ss post £ 10.32p 

(Over seas ra te s va ry acco rd ing to postage costs to diff ere nt countr ies 

and are give n on the re minder slips se nt out as subs. bec ome due.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • 
0: ~~~ ~O~ c, ~ ~ ~~ ~ .:>-rc:-o ~,'~~ 

~ THE FIRST AND LAST CHFIISTMAS ~ 

~ ~~ THE NELSON LEE :L-~BRARV ~ 

!tM m\ ~ JIM sur;.:;· . J ' - ~- 1 

The firs t Christma s Number t0 appear i n the Nelson Lee was No. 78 Old Serie s, 

und er da te December 2nd 19l6. Thi s was a special doubl e length 64 page edi tion 

priced at 2d . 1t started wit h a party consisting of Nelson Lee , Nipper , Eile en 

Dare and her aunt Miss Esthe r Gilbey , all invited to spend Christmas with Douglas 

Clif ford and his wife Vera {nee Zin gra ve) . Sane s inist er charact er s in trude 

into t he vi cini t y of Clifford ' s magnificent co untry house i n Derb yi::hir e , th e 

most notable o f the se being Jim the Penman and Prof esso r Cyru s zin grav e , who 

reappears fran th e dead . (In N.L.No.53 Nelson Lee and Nipper had seen hiJII apparen

tl y pari sh in a tor-r ent of lava f ran a volcano.) Thi s is a long story and , if 

you have not re ad it , an exce llent articl e on it appear ed Ln the C. D. Annual 

for 1965. 
So much fo r the first , and now to the last (althougb we did not know it 

to be this at the ti me it appear ed i n the Second New seri es No. 152 und er da te 

December 17th 1932) . Archie Gl enth orne ha d an aunt , Lady Eustaci a Bowers , a 

widow , i.nrnensely ri ch , who lived in a gloany old mansion in the New Forest, called 

Forest House. Ardi ie understood that his aun t was going a bi t eccentr ic , and 

being her favourite nep hew he dec ided that a party of St . Prank's juni ors and 

Moor Vi ew girls f or Christmas would b ring her bac k to no.r:mal. His aunt' s reply 

to his suggestion was favourable except for one snag - i t all de pe rrled on a 

certain Professor Ivan Nerki , a necranancer who liv ed not far f r an his atu1t, 

Apparently his a unt had a weakne ss for getting herself involved in queer 

cult s . If Nerk.i gave the go -ah ead , which d id not seem li kely, the party could 

take place bu t Aunt Eustacia had t o see the mystic first and take Archie along 

with her . So the sto ry ope ns with Archie taking a chan ce with an advance party 
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of Hand.forth and Co. , and himself in Handy ' s Morris Minor, making their way 

through the New Forest on a wild sn CMY night to find Nerki ' s !"louse where he 

is to meet his aunt. Handy ' s car has to sto p short of their destin at ion because 

of a fallen tree , so they acc ept the hospitality of a woodcutter and his wif e 

in thei r cottage , while Archie pro ce eds alone on foot desp ite the old man' s 

warnings tha t Nerk.i is a worker of magic . Archie finds Nerki ' s house se t amid 

gaunt yf!M trees and is struck by the deso lati on of the countryside and the 

sinister outli ne of the dwelling , adderl to which there i s a f lut ter of wings . 

He be holds sev eral bats and an owl flying bet ween the tree s and the house , and 

as he nears the house he hear s a cac kle of la ught er fran behind a herlge and 

the figure of a witch rises up , canplete with conical hat and broanstick givi ng 

a wiJd scree ching cack le bef ore a black cloud obs cures the.moon ! 

He rea ches th e hous e and is shown into a l ar ge apurtment , very dark , but 

with the signs of the Zcrliac gleaming fran Lhe ceiling . He finds Nerki sitting 

in a co rner in fron t. of a brazier . Apparently Nerki had been expecting saneone 

else and becanes a ngry that Archje has arrived that night , as he ha d changed 

the appointment for his Aunt to tl1e fo lla.,in g night . So Archie return s to 1:-landy 

and Co, at the cottdqe but not wi thout some further apparitions on the way back , 

Archi e senses that , having fow-rl it was the wrong nig ht , these manifestations 

ha d been for the benefi t of another visj tor. 'l'he boys then make their way to 

Forest House but get a rath er frigid recep tion the !"e . Archie ' s Aunt tells t.hcm 

that t.."iere can be no question of a Chrisb'nas party unless Nerki g ives his 

approval and th ey are not even allowed to spend the ni ght there , so Archie take s 

th em to an excel len t hotel at nearby E'ordj ngbridg e , wher e , taking a chance, 

he sends telegrams to all the intended guests te llin g them to meet at the hotel 

the next day . 
After a gocd supper and a comfortable night their spiri ts ri se somewhat , 

especially when i n the aft ernco n the party of over tw-o dozen juniors and girls 

arr ives . The latt er , however , are considerably dismay ed to find that the party 

deperrls on Nerti' s app rov al. However Archie , with considerable oi,timism , 

convinces them tha t. everything will turn out alri ght after the meeting with 

hi s Aunt and the mystic th e followin g eveni ng . so until then they are Archie ' s 

guests at the hote l , Archie ' s cheque book havi ng been opened wide ! 

That night Hanclforth sets off with Omrch and McClure to l ook around Nerki ' s 

house in Handy ' s car . It was a bril li ant moonlit night and they park the car 

behind sane trees and approach the house on foo t . On the way they cane across 

a grotesque dead tree with branches that stick out like arms and a grea t }cnot 

that resembles a face (these day s such tree s made of plastic are ccrmon place 

in the children's play ar ea s of road-houses) . 

Sudden ly a figure which they presume to be Nerk.i appe ars, appa rently tlu:ough 

the wall of the hous e , dressed in a strange robe, arrl approaches them in a ghostly 

fashion and a sks what they are doing . "You 're Professo r Nerki , aren ' t you?" 

asks Handf orth . "Pr ofes sor Nerki sle ep " , the figure replies in a chilling voice . 

"1 am no t Nerki , but Nerki ' s Astral Sel f , go be.for e Nerki awakens ". At t.'1at 

mcrnent a black cloud passes over the f ace of the moon... "Look ! " screamed 

Church . There's no shadow" . This seems so imp:>ssible to liandforth & Co . that 

they run like mad back to t he car. . (At the age of 15 whe.Tl I first read th i.s 
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story this seemerl quite exciting to me, but I suppose in those far off days we 

wer e more naive; the explanation was given in the la st story when a cloak was 

found with a nunber of concealed electric lamps which blotted out the shadow. ) 

The three juniors retw:n to the hot el bu t do not mention this episcxle for 

fear of being laughed at. They find the r est of the party in a merry mood, but 

Nipper , having been around a bi t with Nelson Lee ip the past , realises that. when 

Archie and his Aunt meet Nerk i that evening he will veto the party , as a li vely 

Christmas would endanger the i nfluen ce he has over his disciple , Aunt Eustac i a. 

Nipper decides that to save the party sane action must be taken . SO, with Reggie 

Pitt and Handfortb , Church and MC-Clure th ey get to Nerki ' s nous e before th e time 

of the meeting and loc k Nerki in a shed whil e Nipper imper sonates him , not diffi

cult in the darkened roan , whil e Handy & Co. }<eep guar d outside . Nipper , as Nerk i , 

gives the party his full app rov al . 

Nerki is re lea sed and could hardly Let Archie ' s Aunt know that in spite of 

his suppos ed magical pc:,,.,e.rs he was unabl e to prevent th em deceiving her . They 

re turn to the hotel where Nippe r has to tell Archie the truth abou t the meeting, 

then it ' s off to Forest House for Christrras . 

'Ibis is where the la st actual Christmas Number end s , but th e Chri stmas adven

tures continue in the fo llo,,,ing two issues with plenty of excitement told in &'lwy 

Searles Brooks ' own gr ipping way, with ghostly manifest at ions, eleme nt als and 

black. magic . Lord Dorrimore and Uml.osi join the party and at the end Professor 

Ivan Nerki is unmasked by Nelson Lee as Red Davenby fran Illinois , J\merica, with 

a prison record for seance fr auds . Aunt Eustac.ia realis es \'/hat a narrow es cape 

she has had frcrn parting with her wealth , for she was on the verge o f pay i ng 

ES0, 000 into Nerki 1s bank for the buildin g of an institution for the fu rth erance 

of his spiritualistic work. It was the old st.ory--within a couple of days Nerki 

would have dra'Wtl out the rooney and abscxmded . 'Ille remainder of that last. 

Ou-istmas of the Nelson Lee Library ended with much revelry. 

* * * * * * * * * * • * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FDR SALE: Lovely volume to grace th e bookshelves of the Greyfriars connoisseur; 

4 splendid SOLS covering the ser i es, newly-bound in red, with "THE DA CX>STA SERIES" 

in gold lettering on the spine: £18.00. And for the Sexton Blake connois seur: 

3 S. B.L ' s (year about the early twenties , gu es sed) bourrl in red, containi ng "Lady 

of Ravensedge" (Kestrel ) , "Terror Isl and", and "Motor Coach Mystery" ( Kew and 

car1ac) wi th SEX'J.U',J BLAKE and the three tit le s in gold on front cover: El4.00 . 

Also superb vo l une of coloured coni c PUCK, Jan - June 1914, with Val Fox sto rie s 

plus great reading and browsing items; bourd in red with title of volurre in gol d 

on spin e, barg ain at E28.00 . 1\lso loo se cop i es: S .O.L . 198 "The Rookwocrl Secret 

Society" , and 229 "House 0£ Terror" (Ravenspur Grange); pl us S.B . L. 185 (gues s 

about 1919) "The False Alibi" (Kestrel): £2.00 each . P. & P. extra oo all items. 

Write t o ERIC FAYNE, E>ccelsior · House, 113 c.rookham Road1 Church crookham, 

Nr. Aldershot , GU13 ONH. 

* * * * 
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. "SEXTON BLAKE'S EARLY CASES" by Laurence Elliott 

Re-reading 11Blaka nia" in the 500th issue, I find no menti on 
of a book, which was published in 1976 by Artliur Barker, Ltd. 
Th is was a hard -back, red clo th, with a red dust- cove r. 

The front of the D.J. had a picture of "Sex ton Blake " in the 
bowler bat of th e first stor ies: the back cove r, a full page 
illus tration of one of th e three sto ries . 

The ''blurb" on th e D.J. made th e usua l er ror of attributing 
the first "Blake" yarn to t he "U.J ." instead of th e "Marvel". There 
was no introduc ti on in the book. The three stories are : "Witness 
for th e Defence", U.J. No. 416, 1911, by E.J. Sannon: "The Clue 
of the Dead Eyes", U.J. No. 72, !ct. September 1895, by A. Grahame : 
11A. Clue from the Deep", U. J. No. 62, !d. 26th ] une 1895, by 
E. Treeton. "Witness" had 107 pages and Tink er . "A Clue" 
had 50 pages and no Tinke r. "The Clue'' had 51 pages and no 
Tinker . 

There were small black and white il lustration s from the "U.J .", 
and a full page illustratio n to eac h story. (Pri ce £3. 75.). 

* • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Fm SME: H=ard Bake r Holiday Annuals 1928, 1975 , 1976, 19 78 without D/Js . 
Ditto 1973 , 1979 with D/Js . H.B . Magnets No. 47 without D/J . No . 3 , No . 8 wit h 
D/Js . "Thanks to Bunter" , cassells, without D/J: "Billy Bunter of Greyfr i ars ", 
Skilton , with D/J , "Yaroo ". "Best of Magnet and Gem" . "B/Bunter Pict ur e Book" . 
''D ' arcy ' s day off" . "Lett ers of Frank Richards". Postage £3.00 . £30 the l ot. 
ELLIS, 13 ALBERT a>LLa:;E DRIVE, GIASNEVIN, DUBLIN 9 , EIRE. 

* * * * 
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A TRIBUTE TO NORMAN MAURICE KADISH 

It was with th e deepest feeling of shock, that I heard that Norman Kadi sh 

had unexpectedly died , in th e early hour s of Frida y , 28th OCtober 1988 . 

Norman had been with the Old Boy ' s Boo~ Club frcrn it s ear l y days and any 

member who had had the pleasure of meeting this tale nted and erudit e man was 

rich er from the exper i ence . His artist ic skills born fran youth were to continue 

through his life as a teacher of art. For much of the ti.me, Noman kept a flow 

of fine paintings st ermri.ng fr cm his brushe s, many of which were exhibited in 

galleries in London . 
Sare years ago, I asked Norman t o crea t e sane oil paint ings frcm my ori gin al 

but poor density picture s I took o f Charles Hamil ton in May 1950 , when I met 

him at ''Rose l awn" . The pictures he created were absolute l y marvellous in all 

se nses . The first on e he did was in the Dutch styl e , the second in his own car e 

ful and nea t, prec ise delineation of a favo urit e sub ject . But it was in the 

third picture, whi ch was lar ger than the prev i ous twU, that he excell ed himself . 

He prcxluced an almost photo-copy of Hamilton , seated in his favourite armchair , 

lighting his pipe . Oiarles Hamil con ' s cat Samny, is in the foreground . This 

painting started a fashion in t he c lub and Norman was canm:ission ed to paint a 

number of Greyfriars and a llied Hobby subj ect s for others , a part frcm myself. 

Each pict ure was deftly canp leted and nicely framed , ready to hang in the pr oud 

owner ' s hane. 
He was unassuming and one of the nicest people I have had the pleasure to 

meet in the hobby . Always ready to help or offe r advic e , I think he under~ 

es timated his own i.mnense abil ities and was ha ppie st oot of the spotlight. N0 Im:t11 

lea ves his wife and three daughte rs, and a host of happy marorie s . I shall 

tr easure th e time that I knew hiJn and offer to the family , and his br other Esuond, 

the sincerest regret s for their lo ss . 
MAU RI CE HALL 

• * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(Vi ntage conics , Boys Books , Magazines and Newspapers). 

19 Dunbeath Avenue, Rainhill, Prescot, 
Merseysid e , L35 (Qi . 

Vintage conics and Boys Story Paper List , sto red on caiplter and 

continually updated , no.. avai lable. curren t it ems inclu:le l ate 1930s 

Gems and Magnets , Fi rst World War Penny Populars containing Sext on 

Blake , Greyfriars and St. Jim ' s st or ies , 1904/5 and 1914 Boys Friends , 

and 1920s Boys Own Papers. s .A.E. for list . 

JACK~ . PROPRIEI'ER. 
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Oece mber 1938 

One of the joys of Chr istmas i s the lo vel y Chri stmass y t a l es we get in our 
f avour i t e pa per s . As usua l, my br oth er !Xlug ga ve me t he new Holid ay /lnn \lal fo r 
a pr esent . T11ese ar en ' t a s gocd a s t.he ear l:i er ones whi ch Doug ha s i n h i s bed 
r oom, and th e thi ck cardboa r dy pai;ier they ar e pr in t ed on makes t.hem wear Ollt 
q ui ck er . But the r e is p l e nt y of gocd r ead in g matte r in t.he new one . 

'two Grey f r ia rs t c le s ar e "l3unt er 's Fear f ul Affli ctio n", about Bunt er apparen 
tly go ing b li nd , and "The Mystery of the Chr i s tmas Canal es ", whic h st.art s wi th 
Hurr ee Sin gh gett i ng a myste riou s prese n t of 4 ca:nd] es i n a box . A lo ng 
St. J im' s tale i s "They Call ed Him a Funk.", whi ch i s gocd, th oug h lt has a rathe r 
hack.r)eyed p lo t about Gussy be i ng ac cu sed o f cowar d ic e i n a snowf i ght wh en he 
is r ea ll y running t o he l p a mille r ' s son. The dr awback of thi s offe r i ng is tha t 
some d r eadf ul a rt ist il l ustrates i t i nst ead of Macdonal d . Quite a l ong Rookwoo::l 
st ory : "A.l gy Sil ve r's Pal ", about Alg y Sil ver gett ing in t o bad canpany with the 
ar r i va l of a sc amp f r crn hi s f ormer schoo l. Ther e i s a Ceda r Cr eek ta l e "The 
Cedar Creek Ventril oqu i st " with Chunky Todger s pr e t endi ng to have a g if t he hadn' t 
r ea lly got. 

For my par t , 1 gav e Doug t.he new Agatha Chr i st ie book whi ch i s eutitled 
"Hercule Poi rot ' s Ch ri s tmas ", which I rea d before I ga ve i t t o Doug . Tt j s a 
tip-top ta le . 

The 4d Li brar ies hav e be en pretty gooj thi s month, The Greyf riars S .O.L . 
is ,;!)i ll y Bunter's Chr i stmas" which is hil arious. Nobcx'ly seems t o want Bunt er 
as a Chr i stma s gue s t, so he has to dec id e upon Whan he i s going to land himself. 
Another S .O. L. i s "The Boy w"ho Wal)<ed by Ni ght." There is a new boy at Rookwood 
named Dudley Vane. Weird outrages are bei ng carried out at ni ght in the school 
and ther e i s a mystery until Vane is caug ht as the culp r it. He i s suffer i ng 
fran menta l trouble, and at the end is sent off to a mental home for treatment . 

The St. Frank ' s s . o .L. is "The Chr i stmas Rebels''. The rebels seize a school 
b uil ding and hold i t over Christmas aga in st all caners .. Some rrore mystery here. 
The one Boys ' Friend Library I had this month i s a sequel to the Will Hay story of 
l ast month. It is "The Barrin g -out at Bendover" . SO it's yet another barring
out and Will Hay leads this one. Nor really my cup of tea . I am not sure where 
the Will Hay ta l es origina ll y appeared , but I th i nk i t was in a paper called 
the · Pilot, which I don ' t take . 

In the Sexton Blake Library I had "The Man on the Dole " by Paul Urquhart, 
whi ch is faj.rish. I haven ' t previously cane across this writer. 
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A real life murder seems to have occured at Surbiton in Surrey. A man named 
Key was folmd dead in his jewellery and clo ck shop. 'lllis area has a l so been in 
the news witll a £ i re at the generating house of Kingston-on-Thames, so l arge areas 
of . surrey were left without power for several hours on end . 

Rather surprisingly a new series or Will Ray stories has started in Mal.em 
Boy. Tbey are written by Hedley Owen. 'I'his time Will Hay is not a schoolmaster 
but is a stationmaster . It is, of course, a spin-off fran the f i lm "Oh: 
Mr. Porter ! " which was a kind of canic version of ''The Ghost Train. 11 lt was a 
narvellous film, but it seems a bit daft t o have Will Hay in a series of ta l es 
about a ra ilwa yman. They are quite funny, but - we).l, a bit daft . 

N.so , throughout the IT'Onth of December, there has been a Captain .Jus t ice 
series beginni ng with "Justice's Merry Chr istmas " . Pro fe ssor Fl aznegel inven ts 
a robot Father Chr istma s, whi ch th ey ca ll "Orris top her" but , as the weeks pa ss, 
Olristoµier takes control of affairs, and caus es all sorts of f1,.111 and games all 
the rront.h. This, too, is a bit daft , but i.t's quite exciting . 

The first two issues of the Magnet this month have brought th e conclusion 
of the ser i es about Gilbert Tracy, the boy who didn ' t want to be at Greyfri ars 
and who had a feud with Mr. Quelch . The two t ales are "The Mysteriou s Nigh t 
Raider" and "Tra cking Down Tracy" . 1t has been a good series with pl enty of 
original episcrles in i t. Then came th e Chr is tmas series starting v,1ith "Harry 
Wharton ' s Christmas Guest", who is, na turally enough, Billy Bunter. The series 
continued with "The Mystery of Wharton Lodge" and "A Baffling Quest" . 'the old 
character Soames canes into i t now. There ha s been a robbery and El200 has been 
stolen £ran a post-office . The secre t of the hiding place of the l oot i s in Gre ek 
characters sc i;atched on the inside of a cigarette case . Fishy becanes yet another 
guest at Wharton Lodge. All very good, and the series contin ues next year . 

It has not beeJl a particular ly outstanding month in the local c i nemas , but 
then, Decenber never is. People ar e too busy shopping for Christmas to go to 
the .Pictures much. This month we had two old - but very good - films showing, 
in F,jdie Cantor in "Whoopee" and Fredric March in "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. " 
But sane pretty good new films, a ll the same. wretta Young and Richard Greene 
headed a big cast in "Four Men and a Prayer", in which four Englishmen set out 
to clear their father's rtame of a s l ur . And Max Miller was in a so-so little 
affair called "Thank Evans . 11 Barbara Stanwyck in "Always Good-bye" was about 
a rrother who gave up her paby and then wanted it back. It bored me, but Mum liked 
it. I enjoyed the technicolour film "The Adventures of Tern Sawyer". Tern was 
played by saneone called Tan Kelly who is new to me. William Powell and Clark 
Gable were tip-top in "Manhattan Melcrlrama" about two slum boys who grew up -
one became a gangster and the other a law officer. Good stuff. A good British 
film was "st. Martin's Lane". 01arles Laughton was a street busker who fell i n 
love with a splendid dancer , played by Vivienne Leigh. I also much enjoyed Mickey 
Rooney and Ju:iy Gar1.and in "Love Finds Andy Hariiy" ', but "'Ihree Blind Mice, with 
I.ore:tta Yollng, about 3 girls on the l=k-out for rich husbands , was not my cup 
of tea at all. 

So far as St . Jim ' s is concerned, the Gem bas been a wee bit disappointing 
this mcnth . The troub l e .i s that o,.o of the tales are n ot written by the real 
Martin Clifford. First of the :month, ''Out of Bourrls", was genuine am gcx:rl; a 
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cardew tale showing that, though he is reek.less, the r e is goo:1 in him. But the 
next tale , the Christmas story , was rea,l counterfeit stale cheese . Called "Gussy ' s 
Christmas Party " it has Talbot, Marie Rivers, and Jim Dawlish in a tame affair 
at Gussy ' s hone . Fancy sane other writer taking over for Christmas~ Next came 
"The Mystery of Cardew t; Co" . Why are Cardew & Co. visiting a lonely cottage? 
(',oo:l , o r igina l in pl ot, thi..s One . '{'hen, ye t another C..o.:i:;dew tale , "Card ew 
Comes a Cropper '' . When one of Gussy ' s fivers is lost , Caxdew, out .for revenge , 
accuses Mossoo of theft. And then , to wind up the year , another drab story 
"Rocke' s Revenge", not writ ten by th e real Martin . Woe is me : What is the Gem 
.i-cornin g to ? 

But the Gem sti ll came up to scratch. This month ' s Cedar Creek tales are 
j us t great . In "The LL1c1<.y Rogue", Gun t en, who has been expe ll ed fran Cedar Creek 
pays two rogues to waylay Miss Meadows on the tra il , and Gunten makes a fake rescu e . 
So Mi ss Meadows i s grateful, and r es c inds Gunten ' s expulsion . But the two r ogues 
then blackmail Gun ten , s o he confesses t o Miss Meadows with crocodile tears in 
his eyes , an d all is well fo r him . !lfext, "The Chinee of Cedar Creek" . He i s 
Yen Chin, who is velly bl a ve , me tink.e e . He fi nds an en emy i n Eben Hacke , 3:nd 
then the Chlnee ' s cour age saves Hacke fr 011 death . Next, the loveliest Christiniis 
t a l e of a ll time . "Father Christmas Must Get Through " - and the chums dash 60 
miles on Christmas Eve to p l ay Father Christmas at Whit e Pine . Sp le ndid tale . 
Then "Frank Richards & Co's Gold-Mi ne", i n w)l.ich the chums buy a gold-mine, and 
then find that all is not go l d that g litt ers . Final of the month , "The Trail o f 
!Fr i sco J oe" in which the chums se t out on the track o f the r ascal who swindled 
them over the mine. Gorg eous month at Cedar Creek . 

The Benbow tales, too , have been .goo:1, mainly concerning Daubeny ' s efforts 
to rui n Jack Qrake who usecl to be his pal. filese tales are ''Captain ' s Cunning" 
and "Daub eny's Dark Sec ret". {There was no Benbow story in the third week, in 
order to leave room for the double -l ength tale about Father Christmas at White 
'Pin e . ) The nel{t Benbow tale "Drake's Last Chance " and the month c l osed with "1'he 
Hand of His Enemy", in whi ch Daubeny tries to make sure that Drake will fail in 
the €X9ll1 whi ch be must pass if he is to r:emain at U1e f l oati ng schoo l , 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * 
ERIC f AYNE Comment s on This Month's "DANNY'S DIARY". 

S. O.L. No . 355 "Billy Bunter ' s Christmas " canprised 3 Magnet. stories which 
appeared ove r Christmas 1929 ., S.O . L . No. 356 "The Boy Who Walked by Night" 
canprised a series (not a serial J of about 11 Rookwood stories which r an in the 
Gem throu gh the autumn of 1935. way back in 1935 , when the tales appeared , I had 
n 0 doubt in my own mind that this was a sub-series and that the rathe r theatr i cal 
cha ra cte r, Dudl ey Vane , was a sub creation. Years later , after the war, when the 
C.D. and the clubs came i nto being, T fo und to my surp r i se that sane knowledgeable 
Hamiltonians had a l ways accepted the Dudley Vane series as genu i ne Hamilton . I 
wrote to Charles Hamilt on and asked him whether or not he hacl written it. He 
replied that he did Nar write the Dudley Vane series and added: "In fact I wrote 
none of the Rookwood stories which appeared in the Gem." 

'Tb.is, in its own way, was a sur_prise. Though I had long known that nearly 
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all the Rookwood tales in the Gem were sub stuff , I had always believed that 

a series about Mr . Manders "on the spot" had core frc:rn the pen of the master. 

So there we are ~ You pays your ironey and makes your choice : I am still satis

f i ed , personally , that Hamilton did not write Dudley Vane , but I a..lso have the 

feeling that the Manders series came fran his pen. 

So , in December 1938 , Danny had two helping of Will Hay as a story character; 

I don ' t knaw whether Danny is right in thinking that Will Hay at Bendover 

a ppeare::i originally in a paper named 'T'he Pilot (anybody know?) but Will Hay, 

as a stationmaster , began in Modern .Boy ear l y in the month . It was a surpr:i se 

for sane of sare of us when Hamilton divulged that he was the writer of the 

Wil l Hay tales. I wonder whether he wrote the Bendover tales and a l so the rail

way tales? Or was it sane other writer who wrote the Modern Boy Hay ta les? 

Was Hedley e>,.,en C. H. ? 
Four of the Cedar creek tales in Danny ' s Gem in December 1938 had originally 

run consequently in the Boys ' Friend (what a lov el y flilper the Boys' Frier.d was 

at that time '.) fran mid-January 1919 . The double-length "Father Christmas Must 

Get Through" had appeared in the B. F. at Chr.i.sbres 1917 , under the rather flat 

title of " Frank Richards ' Christmas" . (In the early t,;ve.nties it had been 

reprinte::i in a Holiday Annual under the attractive title "How Father Christmas 

Came to White Pin e " . ) As Danny truly says , this is a super b story , perhaps 

the best Ce::iar Creek tale of all ti.me . Of th e others , "A Lucky Rogue" of 1938 

had been "Gunten ' s Last Chance"; "The Chinee of Cedar Creek" had been "The Chow 

of Cedar Creek"; "E'rank "Richards & Co ' s C,old-Mine" had been "Chunky ' s C,old-Mine" ; 

and "The TRail of 'frisco Joe " had been "Thre.e on a Trail". 

'rhe Benbow series in the December 1938 Gem had all run consequently in 

the Greyfriars Herald fran mid-March 1920. "Captain ' s Cunning " had been 

"Daubeny's Little Game"; "Daubeny' s Dark Secret" had been "Friends or Foes"; 

''Drak e 's Last Chance " had the same t i tle in 1920 ; and "The Hand of His Enemy" 

had been "Har d Pressed" . 
Now to the st . Jim's tales in those C-et'llS of late 1938 . The cardew tale 

"Otlt of Bounds" had been "Breaker s of Bounds " in the Gero of the Spring of 1917 . 

For the tale "Gussy ' s Christmas Party " they took a big leap forward and picked 

out a tale which had been entitled "A Christmas Adventure" i n la te 1919 . This 

was fran a long and dreary run of sub tales which appeared in the Gem at a time 

when a genuine tale was unknown for the best r:art of a year. For "The Mystery of 

cardew & Co" they went back to 19 17 for the tale originally entitled "The Chums 

of Number Nine" , and "Cardew Canes a cropper" had been "Looking for Trouble" 

a few weeks la ter in 1917. And, ominously enough , the next 1936 tale 
11
Racke ' s 

Revenge " was another sub tale , "The Schemer of th e Shell'', frcrn the beginning 

of 1918 . This latter one was by Pentelow , whose sty le was always unmistakeable. 

1~ perso nally , always found the Pe ntelow sub tales a gr it- in-the-teeth . The 

other sub writers all made an effort to write lik e the creator of the school 

aoo characters . Pentela,.,, never seemed to bother. His style was his own, axrl 

he kept it that way. 
So 1938 enied co an aninous note. Cl early they had a problem at the 

Fleet.way House . The rerraining stories of the war years bad a marked wartime 

flavour. The altemative was the lo ng, long run of sub tales wllich followed 

in 1919 and 1920. 
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So ! I n January 1939 I wrote t o Mr. Down . Many ye ars earlier I had writ t en 

him and suggested tha t the constant sub tale s were kill i ng off the Gem. I sugges t ed 

tha t they should reprint the ear l y tales , and th ey should enti tl e the first one 

'"T'an Merry - New Boy" . They did j ust th at . 

Now in 1939 1 wrote to Mr . Down wi lh underst.andin g of t hei r prob lem . "Isn ' t 

il time" , I enquired , "tha t you approached the original writer of the tales for 

sooe bran d new stor i es ? " Very soon h e re plied . "We have taken your ad vi ce. 

Mr. Mart in Cliffor d has agreed t o write N&J tal es for the Gem. watch ou t for them ." 

So I was happy . And hoped for the best . 

* * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * • ~ * * * * * * * * * • * * 

CHRISTMAS WITH V ALERJE by Esmond Kad ish 

l l ike my sleuths t o have some individualit y, eve n a tou ch o f 

ec ce ntri ci ty . I' m le ss co ncern ed with the twists and turn s of th e 

plo l in a dete c t ive st ory than with th e character o f th e det ect ive , 

as he or she unr av els the mys te ry. 

Thu s, Valerie Dr ew, the eig ht een-y ear -o ld girl de tec tiv e, was 

ve r y mu ch to my liking, as she r egu larl y solved a baffling problem, 

and outwitted the pl otters , in the pages o f th e SCHO OLGIRLS' WEEKLY 

Perha ps Va le ri e 's "ca ses" mi ght have seemed rath er tam e to Sexton 

Rlak e or Nelson Lee, but the st ories were ju st ri ght for the schoo l

girl readers who foll owed her adventure s each week in th e mid-thirti es. 

With her red- go ld hair, and violet eyes (w hic h a lwa ys "n ar rowed' ' 

shr ewdly at a c ritical ju nctu re), Va leri e was supported by her devoted 

"c anine assistan t ", th e Alsatia n, F la sh, and proved herself an engagin g 

and popul ar charact er. A s is perhap s alr eady known, Valeri e had 

been c rea ted in 1933, by John Robin , using the pen- name of "Adelie 

As cot t". When he di ed in 1935, o th er writ ers cont inued . Strangely, 

no-o ne is then c redit ed with th e authors hip in th e paper until 1937, 

when " Isobel No r ton" took over. (Who thi s actuall y was I' ve no idea, 

a l though Me ssrs. Loft s and Adle y refer to a "G .L. Dalt on", who is 

said to have wr i tten fo r some of the boys ' papers as "Vi cto r Norto n". 

Any conne c tion ?) 
Th e Christmas season natu r ally off e red Va ler ie the opportu niti es 

t o so lve an approp r iat e ly f estive mystery . " In "Th e Whi spering Monk," 

whi ch wa s fe ature d in th e 1936 Christ mas issue of the Weekly 

(no. 739), Valeri e and Fl ash are spending Chri stmas Oay at "L amorna" , 

th e country hom e of an ol d fri end , Gloria Grays t on. A fanc y-dress 

part y is in progress, and Vale ri e is arr ayed as Bo- peep, with F lash, 

pre sumably, as one o f her sheep. Gloria has gone to the ruins o f 

the nearb y Ringholme A bbey- -said to be haunt ed by the ghos t of the 

'iVhispering Monk--t o gat her mist letoe t o decorate the house. When 

the front door i s opened to Gloria 's knock , she fa lls in, and collapses, 
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fainti ng, in the doorway. Lifting Gloria "i n her strong arms " , Valeri e 

take s co mmand in a manner which shows that she is no less 

dec isive in an emerg ency than her mal e count erp art s: "'Warm wa t er , 

hot - wat er bottles, restorative s - qui c k'.' She snapped to t he strick en 

guests." 
l t appea r s t hat th e spec tral Whi spering Monk has a pench ant 

for mi st leto e, and had at ta cke d Gloria, snatching t he sample s she 

had gathe red in th e abbey ruins . Gl oria 's sis ter, Mrs. Stewart, is 

unsy mpathe t ic , and acc uses her o f playing a pra c t ical joke, whi ch 

she veh ementl y den ies. Later, more mist let oe d isappear s fr om th e 

guests ' rooms. Va ler ie investigates the abbey ruins, and cont r iv es 

to get herself hanging by her fin gertips fr om a dam aged landing . 

flash co mes t o the r escue, and g ive s hi s support, while she drags 

her self to safety . Subsequentl y , when Val er ie seek s to escape 

discovery by two villains, he demonstrates his incr edibl e capacit y 

for following instru c tion s: ''Trick the m, Flash - -you know, let them 

chase you ~" flash knows just what to do o f course ! 
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lt was t he butler who did it; Foskett had stolen Mrs. Stewart ' s 
pearl necklace, and hidd en it by remov i ng the berries from a sprig 
of mi stle t oe, and threading the pearls together in their place . 
UnforLunately for him, one of the servants had used this particular 
sprig to deco rate Lhe house, and Foskett had been frantically hunting 
for it , disguised as the Whi sperin g Monk. 

Not, perhaps, the best of the Valerie Drew yarns, but it was 
a seasonabl e one, and one of t he last of the long eig ht-page tales 
f eat urin g th e girl dernc t iv e. Ear ly in the New Year, the final ''l ong, 
complete'' tale , "Seen in a Glass Scr een", in wh ich Miss Drew 
encoun ters the "modern mira cle, Televisi on'', appeared . A new 
"seven -story programme" was announced for the followi ng week . 
. Although a Valerie Drew story continued to appear in subsequent 
issues, it was onl y one of seven, and less than half its pr evious 
l ength . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * • * ~ * * * * * * 
THE FAMOUS flVE 'S CHRISTMAS GOOD DEED! by Les Rowle y 

"Coker! Where are your li nes? " 
It needed but a few days before 

th e Chr is tmas ho l s . Outside, the 
Quad lay covered i n a blanke t of 
white, except where a few adventurous 
spirits had managed to cle ar a way 
for a slide . Over head , t he clouds 
were grey with the ir burden of fut ure 
snow desti ned to add a f~irther cover
ing to buttress and wi ndow l edge. 
From the stately trees i n Elm Walk, 
intrepid rob i ns conternpbted a scene 
that was as trad i tional as themse lv es . 
Tt was, once more, the season of 
hope; the centuries-old occas i on 
for peace and goodwil..l to all men . 

It was a time when even the 
beaks could be expected to u:nbend, 
reckoned Coker, as his mas ter ' s words 
fell on the l ar gest ears in the Fifth 

or anywhere else at Greyfriars. 
Yet, here was Pro ut bringing up 
the sordid question of the mammot h 
imposition that he had awarded t.'le 
fat he ad of the form . Just like 
old POll\pous t o be awkward when a 
fellow's mind was occupied by more 
importan t considerations such as 
the forthcoming vacation. 

'' AnSwer me, COker ! '' boomed 
Prout, i n a voi ce th at was totally 
bereft of eit her peace or goodwill : 
,,.Thre e days ago I gave you a book 
as punishmen t for fel li ng your form 
master wi~1 a football . I considered 
then as I consider now, that I 
dealt with you too leniently., I 
warn you , Coker, not to t.ry my 
patience f urther ! " 

Coker stOO(]. in his place, his 
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rugged features set in what he fondly 

believed to be an expr ess ion of 

dignified resolution . When he spoke 

he surpr is ed even his pa ls , Pot ter 

and Green., who were long accustaned 

to their friend ' s cra ss s tupidity. 

''My time ha s been rather 

occupied" , off ered the bur l y Fifth 

forme r, by way of explanation , "and 

I thought that , on refle cti on, you 

had realised how unfair your impot 

was in view of th e fact that I 

was only trying to bring a mob of 

unruly fags to heel. r think , 

sir---" 
What further th ou ghts Coker 

was about to give speech to wer e 

destined to remain unknown . It 

has been said of old that the gentle 

answer t uxneth away wrath . Coker ' s 

answer did not seem to have that 

effect on Prout ! It was rare 

vecy rare i ndeed - that Paul Pontifex 

Prout was at a los s for word s . 

For a rranent, brief though 

it was , it seemed that the master 

of the Fifth had been struck dumb; 

then the gift of s peech return ed 

and the vials of w.rath desc ended ! 

"Listen to me, Coker ," Prout 

alJrost gabbled , like an excit ed 

turkey cock who knew that the f e stive 

board approached . "If you are so 

lost to pr opr ie ty as to defy me 

further , I shall take you t ,o your 

headmaster and request your expuls ion 

In r ecognition of your boundless 

stupidity , I give you one final, 

I repeat fina l opp::,rtunity t o come 

to what little sense you poss ess . 

Your lines will be brou gh t to my 

study by tea-ti.Irie . If they are 

not , you know what to expect ! " 
Lesson s in the Fifth r esumed 

in an atmosphere that was electric ! 

* * * <I' 

"It ' s up to us, you c.'"iaps !" 

Thus Robert Cherry , as the Fanous 

Piv e congregat ed in Study No. 1 to 

discus s the latest news regarding 

Coker of the Fifth . "After all , 

Coker can ' t hel p bein g a born idiot 

who thinks he has a right to inter

f ere in the Remove, and it was our 

footer th at he booted at Prout ~" 

"Wel 1 , a book is a r ather large 

order , " rep l ied Harry Wharton , ' 'b ut 

shared arrongst us i t doesn ' t amount 

to much and I fe el that we sho uld 

save that Fi fth-fon1 1 fathead from 

the sack. After all , I suppose its 

worth Coker r emaininq at Greyf r iars 

pure ly for the e ntertainment value . 

If you fellows agree with Bob' s 

suggestion , I suggest that we get 

on with it . Here ' s a specimen of 

Coker ' s fist tha t 1 got frClll his 

study . Don ' t forget to write like 

a sp ider that ' s craw l ed out of the 

inkwell , and don ' t be stln cJY with 

blots and errors ! " 
A maren t l a ter fi ve heads wer,:, 

bent over five piles of impot paper , 

and five pens could be heard as they 

scratched ~ati cally on i ts surfa ce . 

* * * * 
Mr . Prout ent ered his study, 

hi s br ow corrugated with irr itat ion 

and deep thought . He had Just had 

tea in Master ' s Corrrnons and had been 

on the r ece iv i ng end of much uns oli 

cited sympathy and advice - sympathy 

and advice that he much preferr ed 

to do le out himself ! His b3l eful 

glare went inmediately to his des k , 

and hi s plump heart was gladdened 

at the neat pi le of paper that re st ed 

thereon . It was not of ten tha t 

Prout rejoic ed at the sig ht of Coke .r ' s 

writ ten work . But he re joiced now, 

even though his re joici ng was mis

placed : But then Pr out knew nothing 

of Harry Whart on & Co ' s interve ntion . 



Coker had cane to heel. Once more 
Prout could hold his head up in 

Master s ' Ccmrons . The frown had 
canpletely dis appeared frcxn his port ly 

bro,., . The troub les ane matter was 

cl os ed. In his jubilation he sat 

in his annchair , and fed the sheet s 

of tha t impot in to th e study fi re . 

The flames reached out with warmth 

t o di spel th e win try ch l 11 , th eir 

glc,.,., refl ected in the Proutilian 

countenance . 
Prout felt at on e with the poet 

\I/ho pr oclaimed that "alJ ' s righ t 

with the world ". If he gav e the 

writing on that impot a glance at 
al l , it was pro bably with the pas si ng 

th ought that , for once , Coker ' s hand

writ.ing shawed a gratifying improve

ment . 'T'hat improveirent was not likely 

to be maintain ed ! 

* * * * 
Coker expected to be taken before 

his Headmaste r . He also expect ed 

t o convin ce Dr. Locke that Prout ' s 

judgemen t had be en at fault ; and 

he furth er expected his beak to accept 

his ( Coker ' s) valued asse ssment 

of what was fa ir in th e way of 

justice . It was , perhaps , fo rtunat e 

that none of th .ese thing s came to 

pa ss . I t cou ld only mean - in Coker ' s 

opinion that Prout had co111e to 
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his senses . It co uld only nean 
- i n Pr out ' s opin ion - t ha t Coker 

had , belated l y , cane to hi s : 
It has been rema.c~ed that wnere 

ignorance is bli ss 't is a fol ly 

to be wi se , and it came to pas s 
that , when the Schcx,l dis persed 

its staff and scholars to their 

severa l hane s 1 that bliss would 

dwe ll wi t h Coker as it would wi th 

his form-ina ster. After all , they 

shared a lot of ignorance be tween 

them ~ 
Tf t he Faroous Fi ve felt any 

bliss , they wisely kept it to them 

selves until they reached Whart on 

Lodge where any accumulated blis s 

was quickly dispell ed when th ey 

discovered that they were once more 

saddled with the distinguished 

company of Willi am Geor ge Bunter . 

But , Bunter or no Bunt er, Chrisb'nas 

was there to be celeb rated, and the 

pros pect s of confrontations with 

Coker in the New Year in no way 
dimini sh ed the ou tcane of the FaT10us 

Five ' s Christmas Good Deed. 

* * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Frank Richards material urgently want ed for regular catalogues - Ski l ton/cas se ll 

Hardbacks, Howard Baker volumes , Goldhawk paperbacks , Mascot and Sparshott seri es , 

etc. Offers of other Boys ' schcx,l fiction also we.leaned.. 

Please write to; Robert Kirkpatrick, 244 Latimer Road, London , WlO 6QY. 

Tel. 01 968 9033 . (Evening s) . 

if 
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DAY SCHOO L STORIES: REX MILLIGAN by Mark Tah a 

We've all heard of Anthony Buckeridge's "Jenning s" book s. He 

also wro t e four books about a day school , the "R ex Mill igan" series. 

Written between 1953 and 1961, th e book s are set at Sheldrake, 

a London grammar school with a rival t echnica l school nearby (which 

I 'd have much preferred to go to, but that 's another matter !). They ' re 

all nar rated by Rex M. him self, member of Form 4, a fairly ordinary 

easy going chap with an unfortunate tal ent for landing right in it. 

His best friend is " Jigger'' Johnson, descr ibed as ''A stoc ky squar e

r igged sort of chap with red hair , fr eck les11 and an ani mal - lover. 

Other boys incl ude the over-imaginative Alfie Cutfor th, the "Schoo l 

swot" Boko Phipp s, th e would -be inventor (vaguely Skimpolish) 

J.O. Stagg , and t heir Tech. r iva ls "Spi key" A ndrews and "Bubbleg um" 

Tucker (who meri t a book of their own) . The only maste rs fea tured 

are the vagu ely Quelc h-lik e form-master Mr. Birkinshaw, (a tall man 

wit h a li mited supply of patien ce and a horro r of being ragged), 

Mr . Fr isby, the Frenc h maste r- ex-R AF with the moustac he to prove 

i t , a likeable gian t o f a man with a loud laugh and an old banger, 

Mr. Hunter , the "H ead-hunter'' (vaguely reminis ce nt of Mr. Pemberton

Oakes of Linbury Co ur t), Mr . Stanton, the games master, and 

Mr . Howard , "Old Snorker" of the Tech . 
The f i rst book, ''Rex Milligan 's Rusy Term", deals with Rex 

and Ji gger being res ponsible for savi ng the schoo l' s playing field s 

from a property developer. I can ' t elaborate as I haven't read it 

for years . 
The second, ''Rex Milligan Raises the Roof", deal s with e ffort s 

to raise t he money to preserve th e school ' s Great Ha ll , and feat ures 

a mock battle with the Tech, part of a r ivalry that lasts through 

the book, and a hilarious meeting with a police sergeant. 

The th i rd, "R ex Mi ligan Ho lds Forth," cons ists of Rex writ ing 

the book . He's shown as writing down hi s adventures as they happen. 

These include a bull terrier in the for m room, a rugb y match, and 

a school play fea t uring a monkey and a t wist in the ending . 

The last book, "Rex Milliga n Reporting '' , feat ures a r iva lry wi th 

the Tech . following a cr icket mat ch. It shows a slight falling off 

in quality , so perhaps Buckeridge was right to stop there . 

The seri es is we ll wo r t h read in g if yo u can find it. It 's been 

out of pr int for a long time . 
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Cliff House Corner 

Thoughts on a Cliff House Yulet ide 

As in other leadi ng school-storypapers, holiday series in SCHOOL FRIEND 
and THE SCHCXlLG!RL followed a fairly regular pattern . The surmer hols were spen t 
i n glo ri ous in dependence, free of the restr ict.i ons of school, bane and adults. 
Authors and gir ls reve lled in audac i ous and perilous exp lo i t s, often in the wilder 
pa r ts of p l anet earth, where their own courage and ingenuity were the only means 
of escap ing danger , and shou ld some fooli s h adult be reckless enough to go along 
for the r ide , well , the girls would no t fail in their duty and the grown - up would 
be duly extricated from whatever pick le in which he or she had landed . 

But Christmas was different. 
Perhaps dictated by editori a l policy, the Cliff House 'Chrisuaasses were 

str ic tl y family p,ff;aj,rs, though none the less adventurous , £0.r thi s , and it was 
usually th e hanes of th ei r _parents or close rel at i ves which prov id ed t he ki nd 
of Christmas settings we dreamed of--perhaps still do~ Luxury was the by-..ior d . 
Super -spa cio us r oams where no- one had to go seeking an extra chair from the spare 
bedroom or borrow a neighbour ·•s camp bed for Uncle Joe, wno•a got a bit merry 
and missed his last bus . No opening an extra tin of peas because the veg wasn't 
going to go round , or eking out with extra stuffing and bangers ill case the bird 
didn ' t run to second helpings. The Cliff House festive board never ran out. 
Even with a Bunterian appet i te to cope with turkey, ham, plum pudding with six
pences , mince pies and fru i t and nuts and candies continued to flow in abundance 
fran th e unseen kitchen regions where an army of minio ns must have really spent 
a slaving Christmas. And the presents! The girls exchanged such tr i fles as 
silv er wristlet watches , necklets , cameras , handbags and other luxur i es . But 
this was only one side of the Cl iff House Christmas coin . Always, the true 
Dickensian touch entered the stories . Poverty appeared in the form of a waif 
or sane down- trodden youngster, and the kind hearts of the girls instantly 
responded, Their charity was always genuinely unselfish, nev er a token offering 
with regrets about no time fo r further involvement , and never ever patronising . 

And with the advent of th e waif began the conflict without which the story 
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coul d not exist. sanetimes this div i ded girls and host, scroetirne s i so l ated one 
gir l fran the chum.S she had always believed tru sted her implici tly . In TiiE KIDDIES 
MUST HAVE THEIR CHRIS'IMAS (SCHOOLGIRL 441 Ja n 8th , 1938) we find a ll the ingre 
d ien ts of Chrisbnas Jo y and Christmas pathos , t o bring a l ump to your throat one 
rranent and a smile to your lips the next .. • 

Take one tanboy , the much loved Clar.a Trevlyn , a faithful dog , a troubled 
rrother and two saa -eyed mites, a cove tous and ruth less villain; a stern lait ·d 
and a weak unc l e , a gocd man wrongfu ll y accused , a ranantic castle .in the 
Hig hlands , bl end tog ether with the ski ll of Jo hn Wheway and wrap up iri l o ts of 
snow , and you have a tale which will b ri ng aJ::;out exactly those ver y mixoo 
eit'D~ions desc r ibe<, above . 

Whil e exp l oring the countryside r ound Glengowr ie Cas tle whe r e the chums ' ho st 
is Jean Car twright ' s uncle ., the Laird of Glen gowr i e , Clara ' s map-re ading fails 
to take them back to the castle . Her e the faithf ul dog appears to persuad e th en 
to follow him to a nearby cottage . Here the y meet Mrs . Wallace , w\'lo, on se e ing 
Bessie's dismay at the pr ospect of a four-mile walk through the snow , i nv ites 
them to res t for a whi l e and share the br oth she has made for herself and little
Li sbeth and Bobbie. Then the sad story is t old; no San t a Clau s thi s year . Our 
hearts wann to Clara as she says: 

"What chumps we ar e . We haven' t t ol d Bo.bbie the l atest news about Sant a Clau s . 
Poor Santa Claus got l ost i n the s naw, " Cl ara wen t on , ''and we had to di g him 
out. He was in such a bad way we had to take him to the cast l e and pack hi m off 
t o boo. But he didn 't fo r get you , Bobbie , no r Lisbeth .. . " 

Clara goes on to i mpro vise about Santa s ending them to tell the chiJ.dren th at 
Santa is go ing to visit them tonight. She then takes off her silve r br ace le t 
to give to Lisbeth and finds a canpa.ss in her pocket for Bobbie . The pleasur e. 
engendered by this . is ab rup tly d i spelled by the ar d va l of James Whit e , who wi t."? 
hi s unreasoning determination to possess the Wallaces ' lit t le fann has be en l <=Cl 
to get the children ' s father ac cused of theft . Now he is determined to get 
Mrs . Wallace t o sign the paper whi ch will !l'ake the f arm hi s at last . 

Ever a champion of the victimised , Cl ar., tries to persuade her · uncle , Ern est 
Trevlyn, a lso a guest a t the Castle , t o he l p . But he has f ormed a f r ie ndship 
with White who succeeds in d i scr:editi ng Cl ara . She is fo rbidd en to have any 
furth er association w.ith the Wall ace f ami l y . This, naturally , is an open invita 
tion to defiance frcrn the tanboy. She organises a wonderfu l Christmas cel eb ration 
for the unfortunate little f amil y , dur ing which Bess ie play s Santa and wi th her 
marvellous gift for ventriloqui sm conjures fo rth th e voice of Santa himse lf frat\ 
the chimney , to the great joy of the chil dren. 

]Ind what a transformation the gi rls crea te in the li tt l e horne: 
Gar l ands of ribbons and tartan hung frcrn the rafters . Holly and mis tle toe 

deco ra t ed the p i ctures. Col oured lanterns wer e s uspended f rom t he beams , and 
the Chdstroas tre e , a bla z e of li ghts and i lluminated toys , glowed like a fa iry 
f orest i n the littl e bay window . "And now supper ~" Cl ara = i ed . "Where's that 
Glengowrie hare-roade wine, Babs? " Under the table , Toonie the dog worried and 
grow led over a juicy venison bone which Jemima had thoughtfully included i n the 
tre at. 

But when the joyou s day i s ending, a fter th e gir l s can e happi ly downstair s 
frcrn their stocking-fill in g in th e children ' s room, they f i nd the abominab le 
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Mr. White at the cott age doo r , with Clara's uncle, who says freez ing ly that he 
has a ca.n:iage outside and it i s h,i.s duty to enforce hi s authority. Clara ' s face 
turns dea thly white: 

"And i f I refuse?" 
"T shall consider it my duty to take you hane---by force if necessary." 
Again, a very dangerous attitude to take wi th the taJ\boy! But Babs and 

Mrs . Wall ace mediate to prevent further confrontation between Clara and her uncle . 
And once back at the castle Clara ha s to fac e the Laird himself . She lose s her 
temper, then repents and turn s ba ck , only t o overhear th e Laird saying to her 
uncle that sh e ought to go •. . 

Of co urse, in the t ime -honoured tradition of this ploy she does no t hear 
the rest of hi s sentence and decides sne ' 11 do exactly that . Out she goes , into 
a bli zzard as stormy as the t empest raging in he r own heart . 

The gi rls and the Laird are di smayed and set off to search fo r her, not 
l<"..nowing she ha s enco unte red the ev i lly triunphant James White , who has just 
succeeded in gett i ng Mrs. Wallace to sign the paper ; t he farm is now his ~ Clara 
i s so angry she makes a grab fo r the paper , Whit e sp r i ngs back and goes over a 
f110untain ledg e, to crash down and lie like a dead man. A more vin dictive person 
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might have left him there but not Clara. She struggles to drag him to the shelter 
of a small cave where she wraps him i n her CYwn coat . lt is there th at the chums 
find them and take White to the Wallace cottage, where he repents of his misdeeds. 
The paper is bu.mt , Mr. Wallace 's name cl eared and Clara is restored to the good 
books of her fami ly. Her uncle admits that i f he can make a mistake he can als o 
make amends, whereupon he presents Mr. Wallace with fifty pounds to help keep 

the farm going . 
This denoument approaches dangerousiy close to the cloying pathos of 

Victorian rrelodrama when the villain at l ast sees the error of h i s ways : 
''Funny ," he murmured, "that you , my enemy, (Clara) should rescue me, tha t 

the wrnan 1 wronged should take pity on me. What a blind , heartles s fool I hav e 
been." (He tells Cl ara to take the envelope from his pocket.) "Tak e it~ -it 
contains the paper , Clara . Give it to Mr.s. Wall ace. Let her burn i t for me. 
Ask her, if she can, to forgive a harsh man who had to learn the meaning of the 
word mercy fran herself and a schoolgirl." 

Re then makes his confession about how he deliber .ately lied about 
Mr . Wallace and asks Clara if be has done all she would have wished thiro to. 

"Oh yes !" Cl ara cried . "Yes, Mr. Whi te , bless you, thank you.'' And now, 
impulsively she bent , touching the whit e cheek with 'her lips . "You 'll ne ve r 
let yourself down again , " she added softly. 

"For that, thanks, " he muttered . "I 'll do my best to liv e up to it, Clara
__ ,. his head sagged and his eyelids drooped again . 

Borderline sentimen t, but we remember that at the time of writing, the 
t hirties , the inf l uence of the Victor i ans still lingered in many ways . After 
all , the close of the Victorian era was not so much further back in time than 
the early sixties fran our , present time -- -and how we are still feeling the 
influence of those years! We accept this storypaper errotionalism because i t 
is so _patently sincere, one of the great qualities of our favourite papers. 
They never preached-- -i n thi s repsect they had m:>ved ligh t-years on fran Victori an 
fiction-but they certainly got the message over! 

And so , at the end of another great Christmas for the chums of Cliff House, 
the true spirit of Ch.ristxnas once again prevailed. For although edit0ria l policy , 
f or obvious reasons , did not encourage to uching on any specific rel i gious creed, 
the sense of Christianity always ran like a golden thread thro ugh the Chris trras 
stories--i.ndeed , all tile- stories-in our beloved paper$. L<x)king back , weren 1t 
we lucky to have them_ as part of our ohllahood? 

• * * * ~ • * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * • • * * * * * * 
WMfff.D : capt . W.E. Jahns' Mossyface (William F.ar le) , Bl ue Blood Runs Red (John 
Far l y), Desert Night, Also: All Hamil ton and oxford f irst edition Biggles, 
particular l y in dustwrappers. All first edition Steell;y. And, in dust wrapper s 
only , Wings, The Air v~c •s , Thrilling Fligh ts, The Spyflyers . Also Jo hn s in the 
Boys I Friend - nos . 469, 501 , 610, 614, 617 , 630 . David Gi llard, 16 Gr asme re 
Road , Br qruey, Kent, BRl 4BA. Tel: 01-464 6892. 

* * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ALWAYS WHrftD: Rupert Annuals pre-1970 and one shilling adven tur e series. William 
Books in dustwrappers . Please offer to John Beck, 29 Mill Road, Lewes, East 
Sussex, EN7 2RO. 
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It is sur pri sing tha t a book on Annuals ha s not been ... d t ten befor e now. 

They enJOY a degree of popularity amongst collectors that th ey do not perh ap s 

warrant . Annuals were , and fo r that matter probab ly st.ill are , the bug-bear 

of most canic art ist s . Those busy indiv idua l s with weekly dead line s to meet 

for their regular strips have al ways had to squeeze i n t he extra work r equir ed 

for the bumper yearbooks . Consequently the or iginal material often ends up 

inferi or to the weekly strips . I think that many colle<..to rs like annuals as 

it is po ssi bl e to collect a whole •set ' of the m, whereas i t i s a di ffi cult and 

cos t ly business to collect the canplete run of a conic or st ory paper . 

Whatever the qua! 'i ty of the material ins ide the annuals their covers were 

invariab ly eye catch i ng , often miniature m.:i.sterp ie oes , and Alan Clark ' s book does 

full justic e to them , feat uring within its pages almost two hundred i llustr at ions, 

thirty of them in full oolo ur. 
The book begin s with a br ief look at the earliest annuals fr001 the Victo rian 

era , then chrono logieall y traces the mul titude of miscellaneous annuals 

published early in ·-his century , "Br itish Boys Annual" , Empi re Annual for Boys" 

"Gir ls Budget", etc . All familiar to the collector , if sanewhat unex citing . 

The nost interesti ng chapter as f ar as collectors of ol d boys books are concerned 

must be that dealing with the annuals published by the l\malgarrated Press. Aft er 

the s uccess of "Tiny Tots " in 1899 th ey went on ten years later to l aunch 

11Playbox' ', the fir-st annual to have a s tarr ing ch arac ter - the long li ved Tiger 

Tim . Tim and the Bruin Boys featured in sev era l annuals , their {X)pu.larity in 

no small measure due to the su perb art work provided by Herbert Foxwell , who 

to k over th e characters in 1914 . Sever al of Foxwell ' s cove rs are illustrated 

in the book . There are ill ustra tion s of many 'fi rsts ' includi ng the "Holiday 

Annual ", "Schoo lgirl s Own", "Champion" and virtually every other story -pa per 

related ann ual that the Amalgamated Press pub lis hed. 

The ' funnies ' ar e by no means forgotten and "Jes ter", "Jingle s " , ''Spark ler" 

and "Tip Top" are all there , together with a host of others , their cove rs pai nted 

by such masters of canic art as Walter Bell , Reg Parl et t and Roy Wilson. 'Ihe 

supe rb Wilson cov er pai nting fran_ the 1939 "Funny Wonder Annual " is used on 

the dustwrapper of the book . 
A substantial part of the book is devoted to the many conic and story-paper 

rel ated ann ua ls publish ed by o .c. Thanson . There are cha pter s on fi lm and T .V. 

related annuals , and the vast number of post war publi cati ons that di d , and 

still do , bri ghten the newsagents ' wi ndows and shelves each Christmas. As a 

pict ur e reference Alan Clark ' s book provi des a wealth of materi al . I found 

the text a tr ifle st ilted , the auth or not always displayin g the en thusiasm for 
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the subject that I know he has . 
The ' Collectors Guide • at the back of the book contains suggested prices 

for the on e hundred most collectable annuals . It may well make collectors blink 

with di sbelief . 5are of the prices su~gested are very high. However much I 

would like the first "Beano Book" (1940) r would never pay the suggested £400 

t o £700 for a copy! Price guide apart, this is a book that certainly deserves 

a place on the annual collector ' s l:xx:>kshelf . 

'"Rl.ll'l!Rl'9 The armual far 1989. Published by El<press Newspa per s PLC at £3 .50. 

Revi ewed by Norman Wright. 

The latest Ruper t Annual is prcx:>f that the traditional British annual is 

alive and flourishing . Artistica lly it is a real treat with delicate endpapers 

and exc it ing t it le pages . I was brought up on the Rupert of Alf r ed Bestall but 

r have to admit that John Harrold has mastered the char ac ters and ret ain ed the 

traditional ' feel ' of his predecessor . One Bestall strip is repr inted , together 

with one of his farrous en dpaper s . In true 1\nnual t rad ition there are things 

to make , a meuory game and a strip to caption and colour . This is su r e to be 

a book that will find its way into many s tockings this Olristmas. 

(ll(ICS ~ 111\R. (Hawk Books Ltd . £12 . 95) by Denis Gifford . 

'!his bumper , nostalgic l:xx:>k would make an ideal Olristrnas present fo r yourself 

or a friend with an int ere st in oanics of the 1939-19 45 pericxL The picture strips 

(many of which ar e in full. colour) are skilfully chosen to highlight the approach 

in conic s to various aspects of the Second World War, fran th e Hane Fro nt to t he 

hilarious Hitler and Goering ' Nasty Nazi s ' strips . 
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* * * * * * * * * • * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ORCOVE rn1n1ATURES 

ROSE OF THE OESERT 

By TOMMY KEEN 

Perh aps Rose of the Des ert does not re ally qualify as a Morcove ' miniature ' 

but she was fe atured in so many of the ser ies in the SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN ( from her 

intr od uction i n 1921 , to her final fad e -out in 1935) , that she i s probably 

r emembered rrore viv idly than sane of the sch oolg ir l char act ers . 

Rose of the Desert (what a ranantic name - how i t must hav e appe aled to 

the readers in thos e far off days) , had arrived in England with a grou p of Mooris h 

people, arrl the fem:ile members of the party alllost mesmerised Bett y Barton & 

Co . , who wat ch ed them glidin g throu gh Barn ccmbe town . It was soon made clear 

to the juniors th at these str ange peop1-e were in Devonsh ire to attempt to regain 

a rathe r spec i al lamp , the Lamp of Susahlah , which had at one time hung in the 

Mos que of Susah lah , from wher e i t had been tak en by J ack Sanerfield , the brother 

of Morcove ' s Headmistress . This lamp had been ' p inc hed' by Sane rfi eld when he 

esca ped captivity from the Sultan of Susahlah se veral years before. The lamp 

was now at Moroove School in the care of Miss Esth er SOnerfield. (Ho.,, could 

the emis sari es from Morocc o have known where tha t lamp was?) 
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Stories of the f air Rose have been reca lled before in one or two C. D. Annuals , 

bu t as i t is now al.m::>st Chrisbnas, and it was on a certain Chr istmas Night many 

years ago that Rose undoubt edly made her pr esen ce felt, this outline is mainly 

concerned with the introduction of this rathe r mysterious fema le . The story 

of his meeting with Rose was told by Jack Somer field to the Linton Hctl,l Christ mas 

party , as they sat in a semi-circle around the log fir e . 

Scmerfield had found ' a wee native girl lost in the desert ', and although 

returning her to Susahlah, he was imnediately flung into prison . During a prison 

r i ot, )'le manag ed to escape, and get i n t o t he rrosqu e , and take the lamp . Of co urse 

the small girl was Rose , but by the time she arrived in F.rtgland i n search of 

the lamp , she was described Un spite of her face being heav ily veiled) as a 

very beautiful ymmg woman. 'Tall and slim , she walked with the gr ace of a 

queen ••• a voic e as soft as the purring of a cat !. She spo ke gooa English too ! 

1'hi s she ha<'l been taught by Jack Scmerfield , during the brief time she had be en 

with him . 
At f irst Rose .... as def initely an enemy . She had already been involved with 

the kidnapping of Cora and Judith Grandways at Morcov e , in th e ser i es )Gatling 

up to the Chr is tmas , but the Grand\,ays girls had escaped their captors . Now, 

on Christmas Night , Rose and her brother Huss uf broke into Linton llaU to Jttempt 

to find the lamp . It was discovered , but dur ing a stru9gle between Hussuf and 

Scmerfield , it was broken . With the exception of one st11a1 l fragment , Hussuf 

escaped with the precious object. 

Then on the evening of Boxing Day , a t an 

lee carnival , Madge Minden and Tess Trelawney 

were captured by Rose of the Desert , and in 

no time at a ll whisked to far off Morocco .• • and 

yes , in hot pursuit , Jack Sanerfield and the 

ent ir e Linton Hal l cro..d! 
Madge and Tess wer e rescued , but the ae r o

lane which sanerfield had st.anding by for their 

flight to England refus ed to start . As he was 

at tendin g to the engine , a girlish f i gure , in 

white ra imen t , was seen standing only fifty 

yards away . "Rose of the Desert" gasped Madge 

and Tess . 
Poor Rose . Because her prisoners had esc aped 

sh e had been turn ed out into the desert , t o 

wander aimlessly until she died of exhaustion 

or starvation . Now, sad , weary and hungry , 

she has an enot i onal re union with Jack 

Scrnerfield . "KiSire t - it is fate ! I have not. 

sought you - no , no ." Such tragic despair the 

gir ls had never wiblessed before ! But Sonerfield 

could , and would , save her life again . By 

handing Rose the fragment of the lamp , which , 

fortunately , he had with him, she would be able 

to return to Susahlah in triumph. "Th e Sultan 

will forgive all" she says . 
The Morc:ove g irl s are fascinated by the 

THE CAUSE OF IT AU! · ~~0 .... 0 :t.~ 
•a i d rsom•rfl•ld , " 1,e,.. le lh .• mlMlno f r• o 

, m•nt of th• la m p. Take ll 1" 
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strong ardour which evidently prevail ed between Sanerf i eld and the desert girl. 

"If I were Mr. Sanerfield , I think I should be in love with Rose" sai d Tess 

Trelawney. And Betty Barton repli es , " Isn ' t it pretty clear that he loves her 

just as much as she loves him". But this rana.nce was not to be. "F.ast is Fast, 

and West is West, and never the twain shall meet" says Rose , "it is farewell" . 

NCM the aeroplane decides to work properly , so all aboard go the English party. 

As the plane takes off, a lonely figure in whit e is visible allOngst the rocks. 

It is Rose of the Desert •• • waving her last farewell. So ends the Christmas 

series, but this was not to be the end of this interesting and ranantic character . 

8y the follCM"i.ng Easter she was i n England again , staying near Morcove with a 

certain Mr . Hartry , and his daughter Pearl. This time, Rose was a captive . 

At the end of the series , she goes to stay at Morcove as a sort of comapnion 

to Miss Sarerfield, but with the arriva l of Naomer Nakara in 1923 , Rose bec anes 

involved in all the many future trips to Morocco . Unfo rtunately for Rose, Jack 

Saterfield decides to marry a different (and European) lady . Rose was a lovely 

character but possibly , as time passed by , she became a lit tle dated . The middle 

19 30s was quite a di ff erent period Eran the early 1920s . Hollywood had taken over. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MIDLJIND o .B.B.C. 

Nine :members attended the October meeting and , in the absenc e of our acting 

chail'.ll'an Geoff Lardner , Ivan Webster took the chair . 

Bill Lofts gave a splendidly illustrated talk on ' Treasures ' , dealing with 

old cani.cs and story papers going as far back as the middle of the nineteenth 

century . There was a wonderful display of sane of these trea sure s . After refresh

ment s , which were generously prov ided by Betty Hopton , Christ ine Brettell and 

Ivan, the latter read a short and very amusing passage in which Bunter tells 

Dr. Locke tha t he would rather be sacked than flogged . '!hen your co rres pondent 

conducted a 15 question quiz , which was won by Christine Bretell. 

Special note should be taken of our next two meetings dates , Novenber 22nd 

and December 13th ( Christmas party) • J ack Bellfield 

~ aDB 

The ha:oe of Bill and Alice 'l'hurbon provided the venue for our November 

Meeting. 
HCMard Corn spoke on the Dr . Morell character, a psychiatrist with an interest, 

in solving problems in criminology . created by the "BBC Armchair Detective", 

Ernest Dtrlley , he first appeared in the early 1940s, saw publication and then 

reappe ared on the ai:cwaves i n the late 'fift ies . We heard audio tape excerpts 
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Eran this radio series with Dr. t1:>rell being acted by Cecil Parke r and his Secretary 

Miss Fray 1e , by Sylvia Sim . Later we were quizzed by Paul Wilkins with quest ions, 

on the litexatu.re of our hobby . 1drian Per:ki.ns 
1'HXJ',I O.B.B.C. 

Chairman Phil Griffiths welcared twenty members to the meeting held at our 

Wal tharnstow venue on Sunday , 13th November , an especially warm greet ing being 

ext.ended to Alan Pratt , one of our more recent members . Members were given a 

preliminary warnin g that the Annual General Meet ing would be on 8th Janu ary , 1989 , 

when elections for a Olairman , Treasurer and secretary would take place . The 

!lamiltonian and Sexton Blake Librarians both reported improved business as t he 

posta l strike receded. Chris and Duncan Harper have produced a truly cormiendable 

catalogue for the Sexton Blake Library. Well worth havin g , and a rare bargain 

at 20 pence fo r a oopy, or 30 pence for a COP./ plus a pr otective viny l sleev e : 

We were then at our leisure to enjoy ceading the many excellent reviews of Mary ' s 

book about Frank Richards . Mark '!'aha gave us an impres si ve account about an 

expulsion of H. Vernon-Smith, and there was a novel "l addergram " qu.iz by Duncan 

Harper . The fi rst three winners were all ladies with the initial ' M' - Mirianc 

13runing , Mary Cadogan, and Myra Stewart, only one man caning in the first four 

- Phil Griffiths . Arthur Bruning was our Desert Island castaway who would take 

with him an extensive selection of reading with which to while away the dreary 

hour s. If you happened to be marooned wi th Arthur , there was plenty to suit all 

tastes ; all aspects of our hobby were well and truly represented , and you could 

enjoy the "Ravensp.ir Grange" series , the "Ezra Quirke" series or a sexton Blake 

story , whilst Arthur got on with Karl Barth ' s "Dognatics". With the reading of 

two extracts fran the popular '' Lancaster " series in the "Magnet" Win Morss brought 

the meeting to an interesting close. Next meeting: Sunday , 11th December , 1988, 

at the hane of Bill Bradford, 5 Queen Anne ' s Grove, Ealing , London, WS 3XP . A 

full tea will be provided but be sure to infor:rn Bill well in advance if you are 

atten ding . His phon e number is ( 01) 579 4670 , 
Leslie Rowley 

~ O.B.B.C. 

Olai.l:man David Bradley welcaned the 14 nenbers present at our A.G.M. 

Offic er s were elected as folla,.,s: C"lainnan, David Bradley: secretary, Geoffr ey 

Good: Treasurer, Darrell Swift: Lib rarian Paul Galvin: catering Officer , Williaro 

Hirs t . Our prograrrme for 1989 was discussed and approved for publication. A 

repo rt was given on the very successful W. E. Johns meeting organised at Nottingham 

in October by the Northern Club ; another meeting would take place io October 

1989 . 
Aft er refreshments Keith Smith took us t o • •• Hulme Beaman ' s Toytown, and 

after his fascinating talk about the pictures and characters Keith played a nost al

gic recording of Toytown radio episode . Next meetin g : 10th December , our Olristmas 

i?art y , o:mnencing at 5 . 30 p.m . All are welccme to jo in us . 

Jcbnny Bull Minor 



, 

A splendid publication 
recalling the days of 
radio's "CHILDREN'S 
HOUR". The author 
brings to our memories 
those wonderful and 
memorable programmes 
of days gone by. With 
black and white line 
illustrations from The 
Radio Times, this is a 
book to be enjoyed by 
all. 
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BBC! 
[HlliDBEN'S 

DOUB 
J uldmrim rl those Magical Ytml 
WALLACE GREVATI 

Foreword by David Davis, M. B.E . 
524 pages 

Hardback/Dust Wrapper £14: 95 

~e PRIN([55 °ftr.e 

;HAtET SCHOOL 
T H E C H A L E T S C H O O L 

E LINOH M. 
BHEK T·O YER 

The first four stories of the famous 
series re-issued in beautifu l first 
edition format with original dust-
wrapper drawings . Pr in ted on fine 
paper. 
Hardback/Original Jackets /Chapter 
illustration/Frontispiece portrait 
of author . 

Each book: £10:95 

THE SCHOOL AT THE CHALET 

JO OF THE CHALET SCHOOL 
THE PRINCESS OF THE CHALET SCHOOL 
THE HEAD-GIRL OF THE CHALET SCHOOL 

No need to send money we will invoice. Prices plus postage. 

H A P P Y H O U R S U N L I M I T E D 

37, Tinshill Lane LEEDS LS16 6BU England 
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